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As the world’s largest and
second­largest economies, the
US and China attach as much
importance to global issues as
to bilateral agendas, in the
shared hope that the world
order would evolve smoothly
without losing its stability.
The Washington dialogue is
expected to stress the authori­

ty and legitimacy of the UN in
addressing regional and glob­
al affairs, which is in the inter­
est of both countries and the
international community as a
whole.

The author is a professor of
US studies at China Foreign
Affairs University.

Richard King

Chinese media’s influence growing in 21st century

T he public address
system calls on pas­
sengers to board
flights to Chengdu

and Guangzhou. Outside
shops selling duty­free
Chunghwa brand cigarettes, a
group of workmen are squat­
ting to eat noodles during
their lunch break. In the
queue for security check, a
businessman is giving
instructions on his mobile in
accented Putonghua. But he is
from Burundi, and this is
Addis Ababa airport in 2017.

Ethiopia is one of the most
pronounced examples of
where the Chinese century is
already upon us. It will have
an impact on everything; not
least the media. To under­
stand the media in the 21st
century, we will all, at least
figuratively, need to learn Chi­
nese.

Traditional media are
already feeling the shift. The
international re­launch of
CGTN — China Global Televi­
sion Network — marks a turn­
ing point in international
broadcast journalism. The
network, still known within
China as CCTV (China Central
Television), is expanding its

international presence. With
journalists in more than 70
countries, production centers
in Beijing and Washington
will be joined by new studios
in London and Nairobi later
this year.

President Xi Jinping has
urged the network to “tell Chi­
na’s story well, spread China’s
voice well, let the world know
a three­dimensional, colorful
China, and showcase China’s
role as a builder of world
peace”.

Chinese media remains
constrained. Yet the tendency
to dismiss it as purely a pub­
licity tool underestimates its
sophistication. The State
Administration of Press, Pub­
lication, Radio, Film and Tele­
vision, is tasked with the
supervision of China’s televi­
sion, radio and film indus­
tries. It promotes themes
within the world’s largest
media system, such as the
Chinese Dream and the
“peaceful rise” of China.

From the exposé of the
AIDS “epidemic” in Central
China’s Henan province to
the mass corruption case in
Chenzhou, Central China’s
Hunan province, some of

China’s largest scandals in
recent years have been
uncovered as a result of fero­
cious investigative journal­
ism. In contrast to the
adversarial Western “muck­
raking” model, this so­called
“watchdog journalism”
works closely with the gov­
ernment.

As China continues its
expansion across the interna­
tional media landscape, some
of the principles of Chinese
journalism are also being
reflected in the Western
media.

The SAPPRFT has long
encouraged what it calls “con­

structive journalism”. Better
known in the West as “solu­
tions­focused journalism”, it is
the idea that journalists
should move beyond the dis­
torted world view presented
by breaking news, and focus
on what is working in the
world. The BBC explicitly
endorsed this positive
approach in 2016. New BBC
World Service programs, such
as My Perfect Country, are
aiming to solve common
problems in countries around
the world.

Despite progress, some
Western coverage of China
itself is still two­dimensional,
at best. For example, much of
the reporting on the recent
Belt and Road Forum for
International Cooperation in
Beijing recycled decade­old
arguments on Chinese neo­co­
lonialism in Africa.

Some in the West have tried
harder than others to get to
grips with this evolving land­
scape. In 2014, Mark Zucker­
berg conducted a 30­minute
question­and­answer session
at Tsinghua University in flu­
ent Mandarin, much to the
delight of China’s engaged
netizens.

Many of the disruptive
ideas emerging in China’s
“new media” are world lead­
ing. Zuckerberg is not only
picking up vocabulary on his
visits to Beijing — some of
new features of Facebook and
WhatsApp are also lessons
from ubiquitous Chinese
social media platforms such
as WeChat and Weibo.

This transformational shift
is only just getting started.
Last year, China moved up
two places in Portland’s Soft­
Power 30 — a ranking of
countries’ soft power, based
on a composite index measur­
ing engagement, culture, gov­
ernment, education digital
and enterprise.

As China continues to
invest in its soft power assets,
we can expect it to rise further
up the ranks. Its media will be
a key part of this. As the driver
of a new era of globalization,
international norms in media
and reporting will continue to
flow from West to East. Busi­
nesses and governments will
need to learn Chinese. And
learn fast.

The author is a consultant at
Portland Communications.
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The promise Pearl River Delta region holds
J uly 1, 2017, will mark

the 20th anniversary of
Hong Kong’s reunifica­
tion with the mother­

land. It comes at a moment
when Chinese leaders are
increasingly promoting Hong
Kong’s unique role in advanc­
ing the country’s economic
development.

Two months ago, Premier
Li Keqiang described China’s
intention to deepen econom­
ic cooperation across the
Guangdong­Hong Kong­Ma­
cao Bay Area — which Hong
Kong analysts call the Pearl
River Delta region — in order
to reinforce its role as a major
driver of sustainable develop­
ment. The region comprises
Guangdong’s nine key cities —
including Guangzhou, Foshan
and Shenzhen — plus Hong
Kong and Macao. Last year,
the PRD region’s population
stood at 68 million, and its
GDP was $1.3 trillion.

The PRD region is the
southern pillar of the three
Chinese coastal growth clus­
ters. In the middle is the Yang­
tze River Delta region, which
includes Shanghai and has a
population of 130 million and

GDP of $2 trillion. To the north
is the Beijing­Tianjin­Bohai
corridor, covering 10 key cities;
it has a population of 100 mil­
lion and GDP of $1.3 trillion.
Taken together, these three
clusters account for 21 percent
of China’s population and just
under 40 percent of its GDP.

The PRD region has the
lowest population of the three,
but the highest income per
capita, and it forms an impor­
tant link between China and
global supply chains. It gains a
distinct advantage from the
free­trade, low­tax, and highly
globalized cities of Hong Kong
and Macao — which are spe­


