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The promise Pearl River Deltg region

uly 1, 2017, will mark

the 20th annivemary of

Hong Konga reunifica-

tion with the mother-
land. It comen at a moment
when Chinene leadem are
increapingly promoting Hong
Kongs unique role in advanc-
ing the countrys economic
development.

Two monthe ago, Premier
Li Keqiang dencribed Chinag
intention to deepen econom-
ic cooperation acrame the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Ma-
cao Bay Area — which Hong
Kong analysie call the Pearl
River Delta region — in order
to reinforce iy role an a major
driver ofsustainable develop-
ment. The region comprines
Guangdongs nine key citigy —
including Guangzhou, Fophan
and Shenzhen — plus Hong
Kong and Macao. Lant year,
the PRD regions population
stood at 68 million, and i
GDP wap $1.3 trillion.

The PRD region i» the
southern pillar of the three
Chinene coantal growth clus-
tew. In the middle i» the Yang-
tze River Delta region, which
include» Shanghai and has a
population of 130 million and
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GDP of $2 trillion. To the north
» the Beijing-Tianjin-Bohai
corridor, covering 10 key citien;
it has a population of 100 mil-
lion and GDP of $1.3 trillion.
Taken together, thene three
clustem account for 21 percent
of Chinag population and just
under 40 percent of iy GDP.
The PRD region han the
lowent population of the three,
but the highest income per
capita, and it forme an impor-
tant link between China and
globalssupply chaine. It gaine a
dintinct advantage from the
free-trade, low-tax, and highly
globalized citien of Hong Kong
and Macao — which arespe-

An the worlda largent and
second-largent economian, the
US and China attach a» much
importance to global iesues an
to bilateral agendam, in the
shared hope that the world
order would evolvessmoothly
without laning isstability.
The Wanhington dialogue i»
expected tostrene the authori-

ty and legitimacy of the UN in
addreeing regional and glob-
al affaim, which i in the inter-
ent of both countries and the
international community a» a
whole.

The author is a professor of
US studies at China Foreign
Affairs University.

Chinese media’s influence growing in 21st century

he public addrees
syntem calls on pan-
sengem to board
flightes to Chengdu
and Guangzhou. Outside
shopreelling duty-free
Chunghwa brand cigaretten, a
group of workmen aresquat-
ting to eat noodles during
their lunch break. In the
queue forsecurity check, a
busineesman i» giving
instructions on his mobile in
accented Putonghua. But he in
from Burundi, and this
Addin Ababa airport in 2017.

Ethiopia i» one of the mant
pronounced examples of
where the Chinene century i
already upon um. It will have
an impact on everything; not
leant the media. To under-

otand the media in the 2Int
century, we will all, at leant
figuratively, need to learn Chi-
nese.

Traditional media are
already feeling theshift. The
international re-launch of
CGTN — China Global Televi-

osion Network — marke a turn-
ing point in international
broadcant journalism. The
network,still known within
China an CCTV (China Central
Televinion), is expanding it

international presence. With
journalinis in more than 70
countries, production centems
in Beijing and Washington
will be joined by newstudias
in London and Nairobi later
thin year.

Prenident Xi Jinping han
urged the network to “tell Chi-
napstory well,spread Chinag
voice well, let the world know
athree-dimenmional, colorful
China, andshowcane Chinag
role an a builder of world
peace”.

Chinese media remaine
commtrained. Yet the tendency
to dismiees it an purely a pub-
licity tool underentimaten iy
sophintication. The State
Administration of Prew, Pub-
lication, Radio, Film and Tele-
vinion, i tanked with the
ssupervision of Chinag televi-
oion, radio and film indus-
trien. It promotens themen
within the worlda largent
mediagsytem,such an the
Chinene Dream and the
“peaceful rine” of China.

From the expané of the
AIDS “epidemic” in Central
Chinas Henan province to
the mares corruption came in
Chenzhou, Central Chinag
Hunan province,ssome of

Chinag largestsscandals in
recent yeam have been
uncovered am a result of fero-
cious inventigative journal-
»m. In contrast to the
advemarial Wentern “muck-
raking” model, thinmo-called
“watchdog journalinm”
worke clanely with the gov-
ernment.

An China continuen it
expaneion acraye the interna-
tional media landscape,some
of the principle» of Chinere
journalinm are alwo being
reflected in the Wentern
media.

The SAPPRFT han long
encouraged what it calls “con-

structive journalinm” Better
known in the Went an ‘solu-
tions-focumed journalism’”, it i
the idea that journalinis
should move beyond the din-
torted world view prenented
by breaking new, and focue
on what i» working in the
world. The BBC explicitly
endomed thin panitive
approach in 2016. New BBC
World Service programm,such
an My Perfect Country, are
aiming tosolve common
probleme in countries around
the world.

Danpite progrem,some
Wantern coverage of China
itnelf imnotill two-dimenmional,
at bent. For example, much of
the reporting on the recent
Belt and Road Forum for
International Cooperation in
Beijing recycled decade-old
argumenis on Chinese neo-co-
lonialinm in Africa.

Some in the Went have tried
harder than othem to get to
gripe with this evolving land-
scape. In 2014, Mark Zucker-
berg conducted a 30-minute
question-and-answerseion
at Tvinghua Univemity in flu-
ent Mandarin, much to the
delight of Chinag engaged
netizens.

Many of the disruptive
ideas emerging in Chinag
“new media” are world lead-
ing. Zuckerberg i» not only
picking up vocabulary on his
Vinils to Beijing —some of
new featuren of Facebook and
WhainApp are akvo lenesone
from ubiquitous Chinene
social media platformeeuch
an» WeChat and Weibo.

Thin tranmformationalshift
in only just gettingstarted.
Lant year, China moved up
two placen in Portlands Soft-
Power 30 — a ranking of
countrien’ssoft power, baned
on a compapite index meapur-
ing engagement, culture, gov-
ernment, education digital
and enterprine.

A China continues to
invent in iveoft power aevete,
we can expect it to rine further
up the ranks. lip media will be
akey part of thi. As the driver
of a new era of globalization,
international norme in media
and reporting will continue to
flow from Went to Eant. Busi-
newen and governments will
need to learn Chinere. And
learn fapt.

The author is a consu gant at
Port and Communications.



